WOMAN, aged 35. Swelling over ramus of mandible first noticed two years ago. Rapid growth in throat during last three months.
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Attempt at shelling-out from the pharynx having failed by reason of the attachment of the growth to the mandible and parotid gland, a tube of radium was inserted. Infection of the wound and tumour-area with considerable pyrexia followed, controlled eventually by diathermy-sterilization of the sloughing walls of the large wound-cavity. A few weeks later a second application of diathermy completed the destruction of the accessible parts of the growth. Since then the inaccessible parts have manifested diminution in bulk.
Mr. TILLEY asked whether the diagnosis of parotid tumour was based on 'microscopical examination of a portion of the original growth. He (the speaker) had not seen a true " parotid tumour" which had been for so long free from infiltration or ulceration, and in which the greater part of the disease was more obvious inside the mouth than externally.
Five Cases of Carcinoma treated by Diathermy.
By NORMAN PATTERSON, F.R.C.S.
(1) MALE, aged 69. Came to hospital, June, 1915. Cancerous growth of the right tonsil. Treated by diathermy. Subsequently extensive recurrence in floor of mouth and tongue with enlargement of cervical glands. Again treated by diathermy and operation on neck.
(2) Male, aged 63. Seen 1916 with extensive carcinoma of tongue. Mr. Milne had removed the glands on left side of the neck and tied lingual artery. Patient was transferred to exhibitor as a case unsuitable for ordinary surgical operation. The greater portion of the tongue was removed by diathermy.
(3) Male, aged 70. Carcinoma of tongue and floor of mouth. Growth involving anterior portion of under surface of tongue, mucous membrane of floor of mouth and over alveolus. Tumour was on right side but extended to middle line. Two soft glands near anterior border of sterno-mastoid, one on each side.
(4) Male, aged 63. Treated for carcinoma of tongue and floor of mouth. July, 1925 , block dissection of glands on left side of neck, sterno-mastoid removed and external carotid tied. Subsequently, similar operation on right side followed by diathermy of the primary growth. On microscopic section the tumour and the glands on the left side of the neck were reported carcinomatous. The patient's weight has increased by three stone in the last six months. There is still a sequestrum to separate from the lower jaw. (President) said that in the early days of diathermy it was held that if a growth affected bone, or was even in close proximity to bone, it was not advisable to use this method. That statement had deterred him (the speaker) from operating in this way in one or two cases of the kind. There must be some modification of that view now, as one saw a number of cases involving bone in which diathermy had been employed with success.
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